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CROESO I / WELCOME TO

YSGOL HEN FELIN
Ysgol Hen Felin is a  maintained  Rhondda  Cynon  Taf local  authority  special  school,  which  

caters  for pupils  aged  3-19 years  with  severe  learning  difficulties,  profound  and  multiple  
learning  difficulties  and  pupils  on  the  autistic  spectrum . The school  is situated  over  three  
sites. The main  site is located  at  Ystrad Rhondda  with  satellite  provisions  based  in Tonyrefail  
and  Coleg -Y-Cymoedd  [Rhondda  campus] . Ysgol Hen Felin is one  of  four  special  schools  in 
RCT. Most  children  are  transported  to  school  by  minibus  or taxi . 

We have  approximately  270 pupils  on  roll across  the  three  sites.

Ysgol Hen Felinõs main  site is a  single-storey  building,  situated  in Ystrad Rhondda  in a  
residential  area  within  the  same  grounds  as a  leisure centre,  with  small shops in the  vicinity . 
The main  site caters  for  pupils  aged  5 to  19 years,  unless they  have  identified  physical  or 
medical  needs  that  require  this provision  from  the  age  of  3yrs. The school  has its own  all-
weather  astro  turf  set within  a  large  sensory garden,  which  also includes  a  spacious  wooden  
play  structure  and  a  wheelchair -accessible  swing,  outdoor  gym  and  chicken  coop . 
Recently,  we  have  introduced  additional  play  structures  and  equipment  across  all 
playgrounds  to  support  the  development  of  pupilsõ physical,  social,  and  communication  
skills. Within  the  main  building,  there  is a  multi -sensory room,  hydro  pool,  trampoline  and  
cafe . The school  hall  is a  versatile  space  used  for  dining,  assemblies,  music,  recreation,  
Rebound  Therapy,  and  Physical  Education . We also make  full use of  local  facilities  to  enrich  
the  curriculum,  including  Cwm  Cycling  and  the  swimming  pool  at  the  local  leisure centres .

Our  dedicated  Wellbeing  Centre,  located  within  the  school  grounds,  plays  an  active  role  in 
supporting  families  and  the  wider  community . Managed  by  our  Wellbeing  Officer,  the  
centre  regularly  hosts events,  courses,  and  workshops  for  parents  and  local  residents .

The ôEarly Years Centreõ based  at  Tonyrefail  caters  for  pupils  aged  3-5 years with  additional  
learning  needs . This provision  offers  a  range  of  specialist  resources  designed  to  support  the  
developmental  and  educational  needs  of  our  youngest  pupils . Among  these  resources  are  
a  sensory room,  which  provides  a  calming  and  stimulating  environment,  and  a  soft play  
room,  which  encourages  physical  activity  and  motor  skill development  in a  safe  and  
engaging  setting . Additionally,  pupils can access  therapies  in line with  the  provision  
identified  in their  Individual  Development  Plan , including  speech  and  language  therapy,  
occupational  therapy,  and  physiotherapy,  ensuring  a  holistic  approach  to  their  
development . This is mirrored  at  the  main  site.

The satellite  provision  based  at  Coleg  y Cymoedd  supports  pupils  aged  14ð19 who  
demonstrate  increased  independence . This highly  supported  setting  offers  an  inclusive  and  
enriching  environment,  where  pupils  access  a  variety  of  accredited  qualifications  and  
vocational  pathways  tailored  to  their  individual  strengths  and  interests. Alongside  classroom -
based  learning,  pupils  benefit  from  meaningful  work  experience  placements  that  help  
develop  their  employability  and  life skills. The provision  places  a  strong  emphasis  on  
nurturing  confidence  and  personal  development,  enabling  pupils  to  thrive  both  
academically  and  socially . It represents  an  important  step  towards  adulthood  for  this cohort  
who  are  fully included  in all  aspects  of  college  life.



MISSION STATEMENT

ôWorking and learning 

together to promote excellence and enrich livesõ

Ysgol Hen Felin works under the 2008 guidance

òSafeguarding of Children in Educationó

To provide a safe, caring and stimulating 

environment for all pupils, challenging them to 

achieve their maximum potential through 

equal access to an appropriate and relevant 

curriculum. 

    



ADDITIONAL LEARNING NEEDS ACT

INFORMATION
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CLICK THE ICON OR SCAN THE QR 

CODE FOR MORE INFORMATION

https://www.rctcbc.gov.uk/EN/Resident/Scho
olsandLearning/EqualityInclusionandAddition
alLearningNeeds/EqualityInclusionandAdditio
nalLearningNeeds.aspx 

MORE INFORMATION RELATING TO THIS TOPIC CAN 

BE FOUND VIA THE RCT COUNCIL WEBSITE

https://www.rctcbc.gov.uk/EN/Resident/SchoolsandLearning/AccessandInclusiontoEducation/AdditionalLearningNeedsAct/InformationrelatingtoAdditionalLearningNeedsEducationTribunalActALNET.aspx
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OUR CORE VALUES

AT YSGOL HEN FELIN



Here at Ysgol Hen Felin we can provide our pupils with many opportunities 

and experiences to fulfil their true potential. The following model indicates 

what can be provided for our pupils. When pupils are assessed/base lined on 

arrival at school, the level of support is identified using the 3 categories shown 

below.   

1

Additional 

Learning

Identified in

IDP 

2

Targeted Provision -pupils may 
access additional targeted 

support depending on needs.

E.g.- ASD, PMLD, SALT 

3

All pupils will access schoolõs Universal offer. 

For example: staff with expertise in ALN, high 
staff/pupil ratio, appropriate class sizing, 

curriculum adapted to meet individual needs. 

HEN FELIN FOR EVERYONE



Below we have an example of a pupil who has attended Hen Felin. 
Here the categories clearly indicate a bespoke educational package 
that can meet her appropriate and specific learning  needs within Ysgol 
Hen Felin.

ôHello my name is Lucy, I am in year 14 at Ysgol Hen Felin.õ

HEN FELIN FOR ME

1

I have 

difficulties with 

communication and 

am non speaking. In my

IDP, my ALP supports this.

E.g. weekly sessions to 

work on verbal skills 

  

2

I attend an ASD class 

at Ysgol Hen Felin that meets 
my particular learning style 

and also receive support from 
the Communication Team at 

school. 

3

I need to access the following interventions during the 
school week:

Sensory curriculum

Visual timetables

My Teacher and Teaching Assistants fully understand 
my learning needs.

Daily robust home/school communication. 



Examples from Key stages. 

Hello my name is Daisy, I am 6 years old, I am in Foundation Phase, 
Class 2 and I have a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder and my 
barrier to learning is managing transitions throughout my school day. To 
help me transition, staff use a visual timetable, this really helps me. 

Hello my name is Lilly, I am 8 years old, I am in Key Stage 2, Class 4 and 
I have a diagnosis of global developmental delay and my barrier to 
learning is my limited attention and concentration skills when accessing 
learning activities. To help with this I have a differentiated curriculum 
and staff that understand my learning styles. 

Hello my name is Iris, I am 13 years old and I am in Key Stage 3, Class 9 
and my barrier to learning is my social anxiety and self -esteem. Staff 
support me in developing my skills and confidence in areas that I feel I 
need support with. 

Hello my name is Oliver, I am 15 years old, and I am in the14 -19 
department. I have a diagnosis of Down Syndrome and my barrier to 
learning is hearing impairment and processing difficulties. Staff use a 
total communication approach to help develop my communication 
skills. 



EARLY YEARS

EXAMPLES OF SCHOOL BASED TARGETED SUPPORT 
I am taught in an early year's class based at the Tonyrefail Early Years Centre: 



FOUNDATION PHASE

EXAMPLES OF SCHOOL BASED TARGETED SUPPORT 

I am taught in a complex ASD provision base called Dosbarth Coch 
based at the main site: 



KEY STAGE 2

EXAMPLES OF SCHOOL BASED TARGETED SUPPORT 

I am taught in a mixed ability class called class 5 based at the main 
site:



KEY STAGE 3

EXAMPLES OF SCHOOL BASED TARGETED SUPPORT 

I am taught in a complex ASD class called Dosbarth Porffor  based at 
the main site: 



14-19 DEPARTMEMNT

EXAMPLES OF SCHOOL BASED TARGETED SUPPORT 

I am taught in mixed ability college placement called College A 
based at the college satellite provision.



ADDITIONAL LEARNING AREAS

Universal offers - examples 



MOVE



The following are school based 

targeted support offers. School 

based targeted programmes 

are put in place to meet 

individual needs, as and when 

required.



HYDROTHERAPY / PHYSIOTHERAPY



SALT / COMMUNICATION



REBOUND THERAPY



INTERACTIVE PLAY


